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Message From The Cultural Attaché

40th Anniversary of the UAE Armed Forces

The Ambassador of the United Arab Emirates and The Defense, Military,
Naval and Air Attaché, The Cultural Attaché at a celebration reception at
the Embassy Ballroom on the occasion of the 40th Anniversary of the United Arab Emirates Forces Day that took place on Thursday May 5th 2016.

The UAE Embassy Participated in the
UAE Healthy Kidney 10K Race
In Honor of H.H Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan
14th May 2016

H.E Yousif Al-Otaiba During the
UAE Healthy Kidney 10K Race in New York, May 14th 2016

UAE Healthy Kidney 10K Race
in New York, May 14th 2016

Cultural Counselor’s Visit to California
State University system

Dr. Suaad Al Oraimi, Cultural Counselor, visited two schools in California:
California State University-Northridge Dr. Suaad Al Oraimi met the school officials and
staff members to discuss issues related to our students such as well-being and assistance
services to UAE students, change of majors, online/hybrid issues, immigration and student visas issues, withdrawals, tuition bills on time, official transcripts and degree plans.
School representatives were Dr. Marta Lopez Director, International ProgramsInternational and Exchange Student Center & her staff
California State University, San Bernardino - Dr. Suaad Al Oraimi met the school officials and staff members to discuss issues related to UAE students such as well-being and
assistance services to UAE students, change of majors, online/hybrid issues, immigration
and student visas issues, withdrawals, tuition bills on time, official transcripts and degree
plans. School representatives were: Mr. Paul Amaya, MBA , Assistant Vice President for
International Programs & his staff.
She also met with UAE students and shared their concerns with the school officials who
welcomed her requests and recommendations.
In response to Dr. Suaad Al Oraimi’s visit to California State University-San Bernardino,
the following letter has been provided by the school.

California State University-San Bernardino Letter
During our meeting last month with Dr. Suaad, we made note of all the concerns the UAE embassy would like us to resolve and address regarding the UAE students at CSUSB. Below are the answers:
A. The university should be able to share the information of the students, for example grades, academic
progress etc.
We will have the students fill up a third party release form (current and future) so that we are able to share the
information with the embassy when required. I am also attaching a form for your perusal here. If you could
forward to your students studying with us or about to will help us eliminate any student not signing this form.
B.

The university should share a Study Plan or Academic Progress of each student with the embassy.

I have attached a program advisors list here in this email. It has the name of all the advisors for the programs.
When you contact them and with the release form they should be able to share the program plan with you. If
not (because it depends on the advisor as well), then other way could be to ask the students to go to the advisors, sketch their program plan and submit to the embassy.
C.

Sending the tuition invoice to the Embassy sooner/faster than the current usual time.

I confirmed with our Student Accounts/ Financial services office, the invoices are send a couple of days after
the census date each quarter. That is a policy they follow as after census date they have a confirmed list of
number of units students have registered for classes as before that they tend to add or drop classes. If it takes
longer than this time frame, the embassy can let us know and we will be more than happy to look into it with
the Student Financials office.
D.

Students out of status notification to the Embassy.

Once one of your student falls out of status or has to step out of the country for re-instatement, we will notify
the embassy about the same immediately.
E.

A sample of our MOA for future exchange programs with the UAE Embassy and CSUSB.

Please find attached sample of the same.
F.

Pictures of Dr. Suaad visit at CSUSB.

I will re-send them in the next email.
Further, as advised by Dr. Suaad, (Advisor Mohamed Mahmud) will be the best person to stay in frequent
communication with regarding any issues or matters concerning the UAE students and CSUSB
Thank you so much.
Sincerely,

Ankita Thapliyal, MBA
International Admissions & Communications Specialist
Designated School Official
Center for International Studies and Programs
California State University San Bernardino
5500 University Parkway CE-356,
San Bernardino, CA 92407-2318
Tel: +1-909-537-5288, Fax: +1-909-537-7020

What do You Know about UAE University?
United Arab Emirates University (UAEU) was established in 1976 by H.H Sheikh Zayed
Bin Sultan Al Nahyan. Currently it has 630 Faculty with an enrollment of 14,000 Emirati
and international students. The University is located in Al Ain. UAE University offers high
quality undergraduate and graduate programs in various major such as Business and Economics, Education, Engineering, Food and Agriculture, Humanities and Social Sciences,
IT, Law, Medicine and Health Sciences and Science.
UAEU - National Teaching Assistant Program
Every year UAE University recruits qualified graduates at the Bachelor level to join the
National Teaching Assistant Program. Through this program, they will be offered scholarships to pursue studies in selected majors stated above at the Master and PhD level. Study
destinations are many including the USA. Upon successful completion of the graduate program the Teaching Assistants will return to join as faculty at UAEU.
The scholarship offers a generous monthly stipend, health insurance for Teaching Assistant and his/her accompanying dependents. In addition, the scholarship offers opportunities to attend conferences and training programs and with other substantial benefits as
well.
Why join UAE University?
It provides you the opportunity to be in an excellent educating and research environment.
UAEU has placed strategic plans for educating and creating a new generation of graduates
prepared to take UAE towards the future in line with its vision:
Creating Knowledge and Building Human Capacity.
UAE University is internationally recognized with professional accreditations and cutting
edge research providing great resources for networking and partnership with local and international industries and entities.
So if you have a Bachelor degree in the above majors and earned a CGPA of 3.00, do not
miss this great opportunity to apply for the National Teaching Assistant Program at UAE
University.
For more information:
Visit: http://www.uaeu.ac.ae/en/dvcaa/national_ta/: or
Contact the National Teaching Assistant Office:
Phone: +971 3 7135903| 5918 | 6732
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Success Stories
Abdulla Salah Khoory
Awarded The Coaches Award of 2015/2016 — Suffolk University

"The

future belongs to those who can imagine
it, design it, and execute it.” His Highness
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid said. This
quote made me (Abdulla Salah Khoory) become more concerned about my vision, plans
and enthusiasms.
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My ambition to succeed in life was behind applying for a
scholarship from the Ministry of Higher Education to study
in the United States of America. I did follow my dream to
major in Marketing and since then I have decided to go further. I became an athlete at the Cross-Country team at Suffolk University and I was awarded The Coaches Award of
2015/2016. I was also appointed as the President of the
TEDx & Talks club at Suffolk. Last year, I did land an
internship at the U.S. House of Representatives.
It was a valuable experience in the political field. Recently, I
have landed an internship at Dow Jones as an analyst in the
insight and knowledge department. I always aim to be on
the top of the game and to stay steps ahead of others on my
field. Creating and adapting an environment were we can
share our experience and listen to others is extremely important, I have shared mine and I look forward to hear
yours!
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Success Stories
Dr. Mohamed Jamal Ahmed
Awarded by the American Association of Endodontists
Thank God, I won the "Postdoctoral Students 1st
place" award on my research project that got funded previously from the American Association of
Endodontists. Below is the abstract for my project
that won Directed Differentiation of Human Induced Pluripotent Stem Cells into Endothelial and
Neural Crest-like Cells Mohamed Ahmed and Darrell Kotton.
Objectives: Establish a feeder-free serum-free protocol for the directed differentiation of human induced pluripotent stem cells (hiPSCs) into endothelial (ECs) and neural crest (NCCs) cells using tooth
development as a template. The overall aim is to
develop an alternative, inexhaustible source of cells
that can be used to regenerate pulp-dentin complex. Materials and methods; hiPSCs were cultured as a
monolayer in a sequence of differentiation medias supplemented with growth factors to induce either EC
and NCC differentiation. The resulting cells were characterized by immunostainning, flow cytometry, and
RT-qPCR to assess for expression levels of known endothelial and neural crest markers. In addition, functional n vitro capillary network formation (CNF) and acetylated low density lipoprotein (Ac-LDL) uptake
was tested. Results: Approximately 90% of the generated cells expressed endothelial markers (KDR,
CD31, CD144 and NP-1) and neural crest markers (HNK-1 and p75) by the end of their respective differentiation protocol. In addition, the generated ECs were able to make tube like structures similar to control
(HUVECs) in CNF assays and took up Ac-LDL. The generated ECs and NCCs continued to proliferate

while maintaining their phenotype for several passages. Conclusions: These results indicate the
ability to generate cells with phenotypic characteristics similar to ECs and NCCs from hiPSCs using directed differentiation protocols. Further experiments are planned to investigate their regenerative potential in-vivo.
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Success Stories
Sarah Yousuf Arif
On the 24th of April, I have been recognized by San Jose State University for earning 3.75
point average and higher in two contiguous semesters in the 53rd Annual Honors Convocation. It was an honor to be part of this celebration of academic excellence and to represent
the United Arab Emirates in the best image.
On May 5th, I published my first book
”  ”"ـ !ـ ـ ــ ــ ـ. Since I was a child, I had
a very special and strong relationship with
books, especially Arabic books. I believed
that once I open a book I would enter another world or realm, and I still carry this
believe with me. I started writing as a child,
and I participated in different reading and
writing competitions, such as ر$%& '($)
; * + ,اI have participated in this specific
competition for more than five times, and
finally received the 9th place on UAE and
other Arab countries participating. My writing journey started with reading more than
150 books every year since fifth grade.
Now as I grew up, I came to understand
that reading is a tool that helps in shaping
our personality and creating our ideas; the
books I read in my childhood are the reason
I was encouraged to write in my adulthood.
Thus, I encourage you to read as much as
you can; the magic of books is real!
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Success Stories
Sarah Ahmed Saeed
Intern at the Mental Health Association of Central Florida
I am currently in my junior semester completing my Bachelor’s degree in Clinical Psychology at the University of Central Florida. My goal is to pursue a career in Occupational Therapy and also reduce the stigma of learning disabilities
and mental health.
I am currently an intern at the Mental Health Association of Central Florida
which is a nonprofit organization that really engages with the community and
creates referrals for individuals who need help for free. We also have monthly
events known as Orange You Happy which is a suicide prevention program to
engage with the community and change the perspective on the way people perceive mental health.
I am also a certified guardian advocate in Florida for people who have been
Baker acted. Every year, over 600 individuals who have no friends or family
members to help support them, are placed involuntarily in local behavioral hospitals. As a guardian advocate, you are their voice on their behalf. Since they
are unable to make informed decisions, this is where I would step in to ensure
that they are in the best care and that the patient knows their rights.
Mental health is something I am very passionate about. I am fortunate and
grateful for getting the opportunity to work at a place that prioritizes on helping
our neighbors move forward when they are in a crisis. Working at the Mental
Health has constantly reminded me that no one should be ashamed or feel
guilty for needing the resources to get help, it does not matter what status, culture, hierarchy you are in. Mental health disorders do not discriminate.
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Success Stories
Ismail Ahli
Graduating from my Alma Mater Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University was an emotional rollercoaster. My home for four years and now it’s time for me to leave and
make it proud. I would not exchange anything in the world for what I have learned and
experienced at ERAU. ERAU is a 185-acre eastern campus in Daytona Beach, Florida,
home to NASCAR’s Daytona 500 and “The World’s Most Famous Beach.” It is a
home for a diverse population of students from all over the world.
Not only did I grow academically but holistically thanks to my various extra-curricular involvements in
ERAU. My university believes that extracurricular activities such as sports, fraternities and sororities, Leadership
programs, student government and volunteer work enhance personal growth. Numerous activities including the
annual Blue and Gold Week, Month of Mayhem, the fall and spring Activities Fair and other activities keep us students busy all year long.
Excitement and energy fill the air, excited whispers and restless hands in robes. It would seem like a normal day with the Florida sun shining, yet it’s one of the most awaited days of a student’s life – graduation day. After years of arduous sleepless nights and early morning coffee and endless papers, this is not the end but the start of
another journey. When I walked down the aisle to the sign of the familiar graduation march, I had all sorts of
mixed feelings inside me. I was happy and at the same time nostalgia overcame me. I will surely miss the people
that have been with me in this journey – my classmates, my professors, my friends. It was a victorious feeling once
I was called up on stage and got hold of my diploma. College is not a path that everyone gets the opportunity to
take, but I did not regret that I did.

Types of Accreditation
Dear student please note why accreditation organizations provide two major
types of accreditation. They are:
•
•

Institutional accreditation
Specialized, professional, or programmatic accreditation. Students should
know the requirements and what it takes to become a licensed practitioner in
that field. Students should look for programs that have achieved specialized,
professional, or programmatic accreditation status . These two major kinds
of accreditation are used for quality review, assessment, and assurance of
institutions all over the world.

1. Institutional Accreditation
Institutional accreditation status is achieved by universities that meet the
quality standards and fulfill the requirements designated by the accreditation
organization.
2. Specialized, Professional, or Programmatic Accreditation
Specialized, professional, or programmatic accreditation is accreditation status
that is designated for specialized departments, programs, schools, or colleges
within universities that have already been awarded institutional accreditation.
Institutional accreditation organizations can be further categorized into two
sections: regional and national accreditation organizations.
Regional Accrediting Organizations
Regional accreditation organizations perform the accreditation process in six
regions of the United States. These accreditation organizations review institutions in their entirety.
National Accrediting Organizations
National accreditation organizations perform the accreditation process
throughout the United States and review institutions in their entirety. According
to CHEA, 34.8 percent of the institutions in the United States that are nationally accredited are degree-granting.

Reminder for students
All students must provide their official transcripts for Spring 2016 and Fall
2016 Registration.
Graduating students & required documents: Do not leave the United States
before you provide your academic advisor at the Cultural Office with the
following:1. An official letter confirming graduation stating : Major, date of graduation, number of transfer credit hours and number of online/hybrid credit hours taken
2. Official transcripts with posted degree & major (Awarded, Conferred)
3. An official letter from each school attended stating the number of credit
hours completed online/hybrid together with the official transcripts
4. Diploma, if available
Letter for National Service : if you were eligible for national service and
you did not take any action, you need to request a letter from the Cultural Office before you go back to UAE
Returning students :
Maintain a valid I-20 & Passport
Do not let your I-20 expire
Be sure to get a travel signature from (DSO) before departing the United States
Get a new I-20 for yourself as well as your dependents if you changed
your degree level, major and funding source
Keep your address updated with the school (DSO) & Cultural Office
Be full-time student-12 credit hours undergraduate, and 9 credit hours
for graduate students
Returning for Fall 2016-every student should provide the following:Copy of passport
Copy of Entry to the United States stamp
Enrollment Verification for Fall 2016
Based on the above information, your January 2017 salary will be released

Congratulations
2016 Expected Graduates

